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action.   To the surprise of all, the earthbound hulk
sprang aloft and wheeled powerfully, steadily and
swiftly on its course.   .No dictatorship could have
functioned with more certainty and dispatch.   Yet
every process was in meticulous accord with the
purest democratic theory.   A specific programme of
legislation, freely espoused by a popular majority,
had been put into force word for word by its
chartered representatives, under a leader consti-
tutionally appointed and no other mandate than
the electoral will.   For that accomplishment alone
the first ten weeks of Leon Blum's ministry should
be entitled to a salaam from posterity.    Trust in
popular government revived in France, and liberal-
ism all over the world took heart.   It may yet be
recorded that the democratic idea, having touched
nadir, began its re-ascent in Paris between June 6
and August 14, 1936.

On the former date the new President of the
Council of Ministers made his bow to the Chamber ;
on the latter, he adjourned Parliament. During
this concise period was achieved the most impressive
body of social reparations that the Third Republic
has witnessed. If it fell short of the proletarian '
revolution of the Premier's ideal, it was a powerful
advance in that direction, and was accomplished
without one act of force, by the exclusive instru-
ments of reason and persuasion. The technique
of sovereignty elaborated by Leon Blum the
doctrinaire, before he had so much as entered the
Chamber, performed in practice like clockwork.
On other issues, we shall learn, his majority came